The Original Black Spider Letters

Pentrich June 1815

It’s end a’)une now and we've just hearol that Puke o'Wellington has beat
Napoleon Bonaparte and brought t'war to an end. tts good news but some of
men tn tvillage are wot so sure about that. Thew soloiers who ave still alive
and not cut up will be back how Looking for wok and, as owd Tom says,
there aln't any to be found around here — mebbe they'll get to twills at Belper
and Cromdford or go down a pit. There's some work for children anod women
but not so much for men.

Mind you, they might not get back, there's allis a war to faight somewhere. |
dunna think 1'd Like to be a soldier. why can't Kings and lords sort out thelr
differences Like working wen do; we don't tnvolve them, why do they tnvolve

us?

one or two families from Pentrich and South wingfield have flitted to
Cromford, Belper or even Derby Looking for work at t'wills. There’s bin
aolvertst for families with kids and housing given. 'm not surprised as most
oframe Rinitters are short a’'wok. (t's a big problem {or some as they have
old’ens to look after and you can't drag them across fields. An another
thing, as soon as anybody leaves thelr cottage, tDuke’s agent puts
someobody else tn. So they've nowhere to go to if they come back - it's a one-
way road. t don't think U'd do it and 'm not married.

There’s more bad news, my mate Jo told me he has been Latd off from Jessop’s
at Butterley cos th'army has cancelled all the contracts.  don't really
understand this but | can see that if there’s no war they'll not need cannon
shot and tronwork.

' Factory did present adverts for workers, including opportunities for children. It was not uncommon for
housing to also be offered.



owne or two of me uncles have beew tn th'army for years — ( hope they come
back, nobody's heard a dicky bird from them for donkey'’s. it makes you
wonder Uf it wer all worth it for a shilling? a day.

Lthink ttold you me dad s a strict churchman, well he's not been too well
Lately. He goes to church regular but it does him no good and a raight
grumpy bugger he ts. He's 45 now and quite a old man, probably working
outsiole too much didn't help. It’s a good job he taught me to build Like Dm. |
can make a few shillings but it’s harol. Me mam Looks after a few babies for
women who worke wi thelr husbands on frames, tLike to get out’a t'house -
Rids is allus screamin’. 'm working on a new forge for t'blacksmith and it's
rough work — he’s never pleased wi how it's going and he keeps changing his

mind,

Tommy Bacon were tellin’ us t'other natght that as well as the Frenchies, who
we've just beat, we're at war with America® and have been for years. That's
one of problems Living in t'sticks. It takes ages to finod out what's going off.
It took a fortnalgth to get to know that one of me mates had beew Locked wp
for stealing bread at Ripley wmarket and that's only a hours walk away). |
hope Ripley magistrates doesn't take it too serlous. These days a body could
be hanged or transported, just for pinching bread to feed tkids. | sometimes
wonder where Towm gets his news from. He seems to disappear every now ano
agin. He might have a woman somewhere but 've never satn him wi one.

Bver sinee Arkwright and Strutt opened their mills there's beew Less work
spinning. They still mek a few derbyshive Rib stockings but people don't
want ‘em anywore. L don't know what it's coming to, some are really
struggling. tt the devil's job to get a handout from t'parish.

T'other day | were walking to a job at Blake’s farm whew ( hadl to go
alongside tturnpike at Buckland Hollow.  saw a open four-wheel cart full’o
Rids golng north. There were a couple a’dozen at Least - boys and girls. when

? Typical private’s pay, equivalent to 5p in to-days currency.
* United States declared war against Britain in 1812. It was not settled until the Treaty of Ghent in 1814.
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L got to pub later somebody told me they were London orphan apprentices
golng t'mills tn north Derbyshire or Manchester. They did Look a miserable,
tl-fed bunch. Apparently some London orphan houses sells the kids to mill
owners for a few pence an then forgets about ‘em. (t's a bloody shame that it's
got to that. [ hear t'men tn the pub talk about tt. They all think that
t'government are more nterested tn makin’ sure thetr friends who own mills
are makin’ a profit ~ they've not interested tn working folks.

tdunna go to church nowadays, me dad used to force me but he's not
interested in much nowadays. Last time [ went t'preacher were telling us to
say prayers for King George anol Duke of Devonshire. 'ma bloody sure he
wont be saying any prayers for me mam and oad. ('m just beginning to
realise that owd Tom talks a Lot a’sense. it aint falr and it aint right that
our Lot should struggle when others can't eat all that's put in front o'em.

what can we do? Tom tells us about t'French Revolution when people chopped
t'heads of the rich and powerful. He says hundred were put down. | dunno
Rinow as 1 believe all he says but he swears by it. T'other naight he were
reaoling from a newspaper calleol Tuppenny Trash and it says that there
shoulal be people tn Parliament to talk for working folke; | can see t'sense in
that. Trouble is that it's not everybody who's struggling. Frame knitters and
sowme o'others are doing badly. Some are doing alraight. Farmers, some
miners and shopleepers seem to be doing well.

we don't get begoars tn Pentrich but some sit outside tpubs on turnpikes
until they get shooed off by tpublican.

o find owt else out about t'war ending and t'soldiers UL Let thee know when
(find thme to write agin.



